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3.53(a)(1) Critical Repeat 

Primary enclosures. 

There were 3 instances in which rabbits were found to have escaped their cages and did not survive. On 4/3/26, an adult 
rabbit was found deceased in the wastewater holding tank. The facility determined that the feeder was not secured to the 
cage correctly and the rabbit was able to lift the feeder upwards and slide beneath it to escape the cage. In addition, the 
slant guard (covers the space between cages in different tiers) was not in place for some cages, allowing access to the 
gutter. On 5/28/26, a kit was found deceased stuck in a doe guard (covers the space in back of the cages). The doe guard 
was missing a hog ring and bent outward. On 5/29/26, two kits were found outside of their enclosures. 1 kit was found 
deceased in the gutter. One kit was found in the walkway between enclosures and returned to the colony. The facility 
determined that one of the technicians did not properly latch the cage closed. Enclosures that do not contain the rabbits 
can result in injury or death to the animals.  
At the time of inspection, the facility was in the process of installing slant guards throughout the facility. 
Primary enclosures must be maintained in good repair to protect the rabbits from injury and to contain them. 

3.53(a)(4) Critical Repeat 

Primary enclosures. 

There have been 7 instances of pre-weaned rabbits' legs slipping through the cage floor resulting in injury. These 
incidents involved the rabbits' legs getting caught in the wire or mat resulting in broken legs and the animals were 
euthanized. These instances occurred on 3/26, 4/3, 4/6, 4/7, 4/14, 4/28, and 4/29. Since the facility started using plastic 
mats in all of the enclosures at the end of May, there have been no further incidents. Primary enclosures that allow 
rabbits' legs to slip through the cage floor can result in injury to the animals.  
The facility was in the process of implementing its corrective action, placing solid floor mats in all enclosures housing pre-
weaned rabbits, when the March 26, April 3, April 6, April 7, April 14, April 28, and April 29 incidents occurred.  
The floors of primary enclosures must be constructed to protect the rabbits' feet and legs from injury. 

 

This inspection and exit interview were conducted with the facility representatives. 
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Count Scientific Name Common Name 
013000  Oryctolagus cuniculus DOMESTIC RABBIT / EUROPEAN RABBIT 
   
013000 Total   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


